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GRAND JURY

The Grand Jury of our City
Inbors, after a long wnd wrduons Session of three
weeks, most of which time hax been devoters
the work of investizating the stereotyped Loco |

=

ieopise

PRESENTMENT.

has clos

to

i
|

riceof |
| been detected, sud not ooly was their purpose defeated

| but their freud dis
| purity of our e
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Foco.frand whereby n number ol ennvicts were |

relensed from the City Penitentiary on Blackwell's
Island, doring the ht béfore the late Election
and bronght down to different Wards of our City
to vote over und over Jor Silas Wright and Co,
We nnderstand thut Dr, Stewart, Physician to the
Convict Hospital, and fen Keepers, have been io-
dicted, and severnl more presented.

Mr. [} E. Sickels, Member of Assembly elect
is indicted for Grand Larceny in felopiovsly taking
a Deed or Morteage, the property of Hon. Gover
wenr Kemble. of Patnumn Co.

The following is the Graud Jury's

Presentment,

The Grand Jury of the County of New York present,

Thatat the present term of the Grand Jury, complaint
was mndo to them of certain violutions of law commit-
ted by persons connected  with the Pemitentiney on
Blackwell's laland. The chiarge made sguinst the offi-
cers of one of the public Prisons, was that con
whose term of punichment had not expired, were por-
mitted to escape from the Penitentinry on the seeond day
of November, 1846, nnd were brought to the City forthe
purpore of voting at the Election to be held on the thind

day of November, thut being the duy of the Annual Elec- |

tlon for State and other officers.

The grave charnctor of the chirge induted the Jury
‘20 net with that deliberation which wns raquired st their
bands, notonly from the eharacter of the officers chnrged:
but aléo nn anxiety to discover by whom go gross an out-
rage on one of the bulwarks of popular liberty bud been

perpetruted.

Atthe solicitation of the Grand Jury, bis Honor, the |

Mnayor of the eity, the Aldermen of the Third Ward of
the city and the Distriet Attornoy, went to Backwell's
lslnnd and made ingufries, A committes of the Grand
Jury nlso visited the Ieland,  The books and records of
the priaon have been taken into the eustody of the Grand
Jury., Desiroua of obtadning every informuation, they
have exnmined botween forty and fifty witnesses, in-
clading Mr. Mott. Keeper of the prision : Doputy Keepor
Walters, nnd sovernl of  those sssisting them in the cus
tody of the prisoners ; several of the persons cngaged in
various depurtments on Bloekweil's leland, prisoners,
snd alen porsons in no wise connected with the prison
establiehment.  “I'be result of their examination is, that
st ubout the period of the elpction, prisoners, whoso
term of service hind not expired, hive, heretofore, beem
taken from the laand forthe purpose of permitting them
1o vole.

The Grand Jury lins been satisfied that ot the last Spring
election prisoners wers permitted to leave Blackwell's
Island previous tothe expiration of theie teem of sorvice,
and wore lnnded, onthe evening previoua to the eloetion,
from a vessel which hnd left Blnckwells Telnnd on that
dny. The Grund Jury in slso eatisfed that they were
brought down 1o this eity foy the purposs of voling st the
Spring election.

From the evidenco presented (o them st the prosont
noasion, it is nacortained, thay, with s foll knowledge on
the part of the Keeper of the Ponltentiury, snd ntlenst
one of his Deputios, of charges having been made, that
under soveral politieal partivs which hnve held the ad-
winistrution of the municipal afairs of the eity, persons
wore permitted to esenpe—and purticularly that the
charge lins boon made s Iate as the iast Spring clection
—yet no efficient mensures worg taken to prevent the
repetition of the outrnge uponthe honest eitizens of the
metropolis,

They are sutiafied that some of the officers in the om-
ployment of the Corporation of this City, recelving their
compensution from the Public Tressury. planned and
exeented the attempt to use gangs of felons to poliute
the BallotBoxes,

The Girand Jury have come to the congl
there wre persons now employed by the Corporation
who aidod and nbetted in the escape ol prisoners con
victed by the tribunsls of this State,

Tho testimony produced shows that sowe of the ofli-
eors cmployed on Blackwell's lsland mnde arrangeicnts
to throw into the Ninth nnd Fourteenth Warde of this
City 1 npumber of the couviets, for the purpose ot voling
The testimony shows that the prisoners. ou the 24 duy
of Kovember last, oxchanged their prison clothes tor
thelr ordinary citizens’ dress; that they wero taken
across the river, sbout durk, by the Keepers, in bhouts,
placed in vehicles, brought to this City, snd piaced in
houses for the night. The partics for the tespective
Wards croased at different places, under the guidauce of
ditferent koopers. The gang which was destined for
operations in the Fourteenth Wird were tiken o n
house in Howard-st. whero s Policennan, named Michinel
Fianegan, of the Fourteenth Ward, was assisting during
the night in contributing to their comfort. They were
then supplied with Hquors and other retreshments.

About daylight. the party was arrested by Justice
Meorritt nnd Aldvrman Benson. The Peliceman Finnesun
was relioved from duty on that night, st the request of
Bartholomew Purdy, the Superintendent of Lamps and
Gias, nod the Grand Jury have no doubt thet Mt P kaew
for what purpose Mr. Finucgan wus relieved.

The gang of conviets, when arrested, were tound with
Francis MeLaughlin,d one of the deputy keepors ngainst
whom an indictment liss been onlered.  The convicts
destined to remsin in the Nioth Ward wure taken W &
house {n that Ward, and like those taken to o house o
the Fourteenth Ward, they were provided with liquors
and other rofreshments.  The person iu whoee charge
they were, left them during the evening, promising o
return ; when alter waiting, as they supposed, & reason-
ablo time, they fnally passed a rusolution that they w ould |
lenve the house, which was earried into effect, and the
convieta were sgain that night let leose upon this com: |
munity.

The Grand Jury have not boen abla accurately to os
certain the number of prisoners who were permitted to
come off the lslsnd; esaggerated aocounts have been
given of the number. They believe the pumber 1o
be wbout thirty. It §s not the number of prisoners
taken, but the fact that one prisoner wis taken out of
prison by public otficers, for such a purpose,w hich should
shock the morsl sense of the commumity.

The oxsmination also shows that other persons left
the Island that day—some on & raft, and some in & boat
Those who escaped on a raft were 1wo notorious viala:
tors of the laws, who were known by reputation to one
of the keepers of the prison, as the ussociates of aban-
donad women and panel thieves, who had been conviet:
ed of robbing strungers. These persons hud been con-
victed at the General Sessions of an assault and tattery
on Police Officers stationed bofore the houses of these
felons to put persons on their guard against entering the

usion that

dens of infamy and plunder. One of these priscners bad | B8

attemipted 1o escupa heretofone,

These men bad, st the intercession of one of the
Koepers, who had heard of the infamous conduct of
oo of these prisoners, been taken from the quarries,
given light work to perform; although the usual pun-
ishment of prisoners who escape, fs 1o place n bakl and
chain oo them when recaptured. No such punisbment
bas besn inflictad on them sinee their reeapture,  What
ean this community think of the judgment, not to say

| gl tribunals of the State
| of the ©

|
l
|
|

banesty, of those who thus manage their prisonerst An- |

other instance of abuse will be found of a notorious plek.
pocket, als rolieved from hard labor and placed atlight
work in the prison.  Under such an administration the
prison has no terrors for those who violate the laws of
the land.

The Grand Jury have presented bills of indictment
sgainst those, who, In thei ™ 7™ "Wk heen sided and
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jectto the Criminal Laws of the fand have shown them-
selves, by their conduct, unfit to hold ofices of trustand
responsibility, and to receive the moneya of our toiling,
| taxk-puying citizens. They cannot believe that the com-
| mituted authorities of this city will permit either Mr.
| Purdy, Sutton, Francie or Dunbam, 1o retain the places
thes now hold, connected as these persons are, with the
Lt of the second day of Novem
ber, in the 14th Ward. The Grang Jury have not besn
able to discover that prisoners have been taken into any
but those named. ]
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The Grand Jury have considered thus subject as far
above mwere party consideretions, They feel that a pub-
lie wrongz bas been cominitied, and they feel confident
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